
 

м 



 

н 

March 9, 1899: A meeting was held with the delegates from a number of schools to state their ideas as to the advisability of forming a 
league. On a motion made and carried, the league was formed by the schools represented and officers were elected:  

President - Mr. Tibbets, Hope St. Secretary - Mr. Hill, Classical High School. Treasurer - Mr. Roberts, Cranston High School  

     A committee was elected to draw up articles of agreement, and Article 1 named the association The Interscholastic League. In all, 15 
articles of agreement were discussed by section and adopted. 

     The first recognized sport was baseball, and the member schools were asked to develop the schedule. The committee voted to ap-
prove the Harwood National League Ball as the official baseball. In April 1899, the committee approved the first umpires. In May 1899, 
the first protest was heard by the committee involving Cranston High School and Classical High School. On June 13, 1899, the Inter-
scholastic League awarded Classical High School the Baseball Championship of the 1899 season. 

September 29, 1899: Manual Training High School, Providence English High School and Pawtucket High School were admitted to 

membership. In addition, the committee approved a football season. The football schedule was approved, and the first football game was 

held on October 13, 1899 between Cranston High School and East Providence High School, with East Providence prevailing, 5-0. The 

committee also voted that the officials for the games be selected by the managers of the teams. The Spalding Football Rules were adopt-

ed. East Providence High School was awarded the first Football Championship. 

January 23, 1900: The Board of Directors moved and seconded that the sport of polo be accepted. Hope St. High School was award-

ed the first Polo Championship in 1900. 

February 23, 1900: The Board of Directors voted to approve five eligibility rules to be applied to all League Athletics: 

ÅNo professionals were allowed to participate 

ÅThe Board of Directors would investigate all eligibility matters 

ÅFive years of eligibility for each player 

ÅThere was a transfer rule 

ÅPenalty for violations was forfeiture 

May 5, 1900: The league approved the Interscholastic Field Athletic Meet (track & field). The com-

mittee voted to have tickets, posters and programs printed, and an admission fee of 15 cents to the Field Day be collected. Classical 

High School was awarded the first Field Day Championship. 

January 1901: The Board of Directors voted mandating that all member schools submit a list of eligible athletes in all sports. 

December 16, 1901: Woonsocket High School was admitted to the Interscholastic League. 

December 2, 1902: The Board of Directors voted to allow the league to arrange for a hockey season. Hockey rules were prepared by 

Brown University. Hope St. High School was awarded the first Hockey Championship for the 1903 season. 

March 1904: The Board of Directors voted to approve the National League Baseball Rules with the exception of the foul strike. 

 Initial League Issues: 

 * Uneven competition    * Few suitable playing surfaces 

 * Lack of eligibility standards   * No professional preparation for coaches 

 * Organization     * Officials were usually chosen from the crowd 

 * Spectator riots, mob scenesé.   * If the home team lost ï the visiting team was stoned out of town 

1928: A group of high school principals became interested in forming an organization which would control and administer athletics as 

one of its objectives.  

1932: The R.I. Secondary School Principalsô Association was organized, defining its objectives as follows: Its object shall be to raise 

the standards of the secondary schools of RI and to advance the professional interests of the members of this association.   

Committees were established: * R.I. Honor Society  * Relations with the Office of the R.I. State Director of Education  * Athletics 

March 1932: The Interscholastic League was formally organized as it is today. It was organized to meet the expressed needs of high 

schools for a functional sports program that would be governed by a committee of principals.  

1952: The RIIL joined the National Federation of State High School Associations. 

Today: Now in its 118th year of existence, the R.I. Interscholastic League is governed by the Principalsô Committee on Athletics, and 

its 72 member schools. 



 

о 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

Throughout my years of serving the member schools of the RIIL, I am continually amazed and 

appreciative of the dedication and passion exhibited by the hundreds of   administrators, athletic 

directors, coaches and officials who are responsible for contributing to the success of our student-

athletes and our athletic programs. You continue to make a difference. 

As we approach another event-filled year, my wish for each and everyone is to enjoy the journey 

and remember what a privilege it is for us to play a role in the lives of young people. Never doubt 

for a moment that you make a difference in the lives of your students. Something we say and 

something we do this year will impact the life of a student. Let us all strive to make it a positive 

impact and to enjoy the journey along the way.  

Have a great school year and thank you for what you do! 
 

Thomas A. Mezzanotte 
Executive Director, Rhode Island Interscholastic League 
 

As Chairman of the Principalsô Committee on Athletics (PCOA), I am proud to serve along with 

Vice-Chair Mr. Sean  Kelly and the other members of the committee representing the member 

schools and affiliated groups of the Rhode Island Interscholastic League (RIIL). The PCOA is 

the governing body of the RIIL, and its members are committed to providing the students of 

Rhode Island with high quality education based athletics. We truly believe in the RIILôs motto, 

ñThe Purest Form of Sport.ò 

Student athletes reap the benefits of education based athletics each day. Whether developing 

leadership skills, learning how to overcome adversity or developing lifelong healthy habits, the 

benefits of education based athletics are clear. We believe that some of the most important life 

lessons are learned on the high school playing field. 

Through the PCOAôs guidance and leadership, the RIIL is a dynamic organization that keeps the interest of the stu-

dent athlete at the heart of its decision making process. RIIL Executive Director Mr. Thomas Mezzanotte;  Assistant 

Executive Director Mr. Michael Lunney and the talented office staff work diligently every day to ensure the success 

of the League. Along with Mr. Kelly, Mr. Mezzanotte and Mr. Lunney, I welcome your feedback and input.   

Kevin J. McNamara 
Chairman, Principalsô Committee on Athletics 
Principal, Lincoln High School 

        

From L to R: RIIL Executive Director Tom Mezzanotte, RIIL Assistant Executive Director Mike Lunney and PCOA 

Chairman Kevin McNamara (far right) present North Kingstown H.S. senior Ryan Maloney and Johnston H.S. senior 

Lauren Civetti with the 2017-18 RIIL Male & Female Student-Athlete of the Year Awards. 
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¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎκŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ  
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ тн ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦ !ƭƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴπ
ȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ 

{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΦ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎκŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ   

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻƴ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΣ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ 
ƎŀƳŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎΦ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ 
!ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ǎŜǘ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлмт-нлму ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΥ 

YŜǾƛƴ WΦ aŎbŀƳŀǊŀΣ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

{Ŝŀƴ ¢Φ YŜƭƭȅΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ  
/Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ 9ŀǎǘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  

Dŀƛƭ tƻƴǘŜΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ŀǊōƛŜǊƛΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ ²Ŝǎǘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

{Ŏƻǧ 5Φ .ŀǊǊΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ƻƭƭƛǧƻΣ wL{{!κ!ǎǎǘΦ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΣ {ŎƛǘǳŀǘŜ IΦ{Φ  

WƻǎŜǇƘ DƻƘƻΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ bƻǊǘƘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

/ƻƭƭŜŜƴ DǊƛōōƛƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ-.ŀȅ ±ƛŜǿ  

DŜǊŀƭŘ IŀōŜǊǎƘŀǿΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ tƛƭƎǊƛƳ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

/ŀǊƴŜƭƭ IŜƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ ²ƻƻƴǎƻŎƪŜǘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

5ƻƴŀƭŘ WΦ YŀǾŀƴŀƎƘΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ [ŀ {ŀƭƭŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ aŀǊŎŜƭƭƻΣ wLL!!!κ!ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ tƻƴŀƎŀƴǎŜǘ IΦ{Φ 

tƘƛƭƛǇ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ŀǊǿƛŎƪ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ CΦ ²ŀǊƴŜǊΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ bŀǊǊŀƎŀƴǎŜǧ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ƘŀƭŜȅΣ 9ŘΦ5ΦΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ .ǳǊǊƛƭƭǾƛƭƭŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭŀ YŜŜƎŀƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ .ƭŀŎƪǎǘƻƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ tǊŜǇ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ 

Msgr. Robert C. Newbold 

Executive Director, RIIL   
1969-1994 

Richard B. Lynch 

Executive Director, RIIL   
1994-2004 

Thomas A. Mezzanotte 

Executive Director, RIIL   
2004-Present 
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¢ƘŜ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉǳōƭƛπ
ŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ 
ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻπ
ƭŀǎǝŎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  

§  !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ wǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ 
9ƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōȅ-ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wLL[Φ 

 

§ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ 
¢ƘŜ wLL[ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳπ
ǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΣ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ 
!ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ  

§ hŶŎƛŀƭ tŀȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊōƛǘŜǊ wŜŦ tŀȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎπ
ǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ hŶŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅπ
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΦ  

 

§ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
¢ƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
wLL[ ŦŀƴǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜ ŀƭƭ wLL[ Ƴŀƴπ
ŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΦ  

 

§ wLL[ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ 
¢ƘŜ wLL[ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊπ
Ŝǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ōȅ ŀǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊπ
Ŝŀǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘπ
ŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  

 

§ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ bŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wLL!!! 
9ǾŜǊȅ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wL!!! ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀƴ 
ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ 
ŀƭƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ 
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

§ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ 
¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ол ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ wLL[ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  
 

§ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 
¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ    
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ   
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
bCI{ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǳƳƳƛǘΦ 

 

§  wLL[κbCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wLL[κbCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ 
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ǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƻǳǊ Ŧŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wLL[ Ŝƴπ
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ 
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UNIFIED SPORTS 

Unified SportsÈ in RIIL member schools, creates an inclusive environment where everyone benefits. Unified SportsÈ 
combines people with intellectual disabilities (called athletes) and without intellectual disabilities (called partners) on 
sports teams for training and competition. The athletes experience new social opportunities and make new friends they 
may not have otherwise. The partners describe their mentorship role as being equally rewarding.  Many parents and sib-
lings also find that Unified SportsÈ offers a new way to spend time together and meet other families.  
Using sports to help break down barriers that have historically kept people apart, Unified SportsÈ promotes meaningful 
inclusion and acceptance of people with intellectual disabilities in the community.  In fact, 93% of partners say they 
gained a better understanding of their teammates through Unified SportsÈ.  

Having demonstrated commitment to inclusion by meeting 10 standards of excellence, Ponaganset, Central Falls and 
North Smithfield High Schools were all recognized by Special Olympics as National Unified Champion Schools in 2017-
18. The Mt. Pleasant Unified Basketball team represented Team RI at the Special Olympics USA Games in Seattle. 

SPORTS MEDICINE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SMAC) 

Promoted and encouraged ways of minimizing risk in all sports (Concussion Management, Heat Acclimatization, Over-
use Injuries, Limiting ñcontactò in collision sports, the use of appropriate pre-participation physicals for all athletes, and 
urging all school athletic teams to have access to certified athletic trainers). 

TECHNOLOGY 

In cooperation with the R.I. Athletic Administrators Association, the RIIL has forged a partnership with rSchools Today 
to provide an essential mobile computer management system for our schools and our fans. 

COMMUNICATIONS/SOCIAL MEDIA 

We continue to upgrade and improve the RIIL.org website, which features a new 
homepage, as well as online statistics in the sports of football, hockey, baseball, 
soccer and basketball. In addition, we have brought Carolyn Thornton, an experi-
enced journalist, to the RIIL as Director of Multimedia Content to coordinate and 
oversee the RIIL Blog, as well as the leagueôs Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
These social media platforms allow the RIIL to inform parents and student-
athletes about important RIIL initiatives, provide real-time updates on RIIL events 
and happenings and share the accomplishments of member schools. 

COACHES EDUCATION 

The RIIL has implemented a comprehensive certification process for all athletic 
coaches hired after January 1, 2012. This certification process which incorporates 
elements of the NFHS Coaches Ed program will help athletic coaches meet the 
significant challenges they face each day. This process, which must be renewed every five years, will include a combina-
tion of  in-house and NFHS online courses approved by the RIIL. To assist, we are organizing an annual conference for 
new and grandfathered coaches to fulfill their certification obligations. In addition, the conference will offer other coach-
es and athletic directors the opportunity to address numerous sport-related issues. 

During the 2017-18 school year, we held our preseason coachesô rules interpretation meetings, reviewing current sport 
rules and providing presentations on concussions, heat acclimatization, orthopedic injuries and the benefits of playing 
multiple sports. 
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RIIL SPORTS MEDIA 
The RIIL partnered with the NFHS to stream tournament events and promote a school broadcast program. Presently, 
there are a number of schools who are participating. The NFHS Network continues to offer a new price model to fans 
subscribing at the low price of $9.95 per month.  In addition, the NFHS Network is offering schools a new automated 
sport production productðPixellot. This product is for schools that have limited broadcasting resources (people, equip-
ment, time). This new hardware/software solution will enable schools to automate production of live events. 

SHOWCASE CINEMAS TEAM OF THE WEEK, TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
SHOWCASE Cinemas continued as the presenting sponsor of Team of the Week, recognizing outstanding efforts and 
contributions RIIL student-athletes are making on and off the playing fields. Chosen winners selected from a pool of 
nominations weekly, recorded radio shout-outs played on air on Hot 106, 92.3PRO-FM and Lite Rock 105 and received 
SHOWCASE movie passes. Winning storylines ranged from teamwork, support, unity, fundraising and awareness ef-
forts for charities and many more.   
 
 

ñMY REASON WHYò CAMPAIGN 
RIIL Student Athletes contributed their ñReasons Whyò they participate in high school 
sports. This was a National Campaign to promote and recognize the values of high 
school sports. 

OPERATION CLEAN COMPETITION (OCC) (5th Year Anniversary) 
Educating our community on the dangers of Appearance and Performance Enhanc-
ing Substances (APES) and Nutrition & Dietary Supplement Safety: During year 5, 
OCC delivered 40 programs reaching an estimated 10,000 student-athletes, youth, 
teens, college and university students, and approximately 750+ adult influencers. Free 
programs delivered by OCC educational partner, the Taylor Hooton Foundation, combined with a multi-media advertis-
ing campaign helped magnify the message. Operation Clean Competition continued its outreach to middle schools, high 
schools, colleges and universities across the state. OCC is managed by RIIL Director of Marketing, Tracy Quarella, and 
is funded thanks to a grant from the Rhode Island Foundation. 

 
 

RIIL BASKETBALL LEGENDS 

The RIIL honored 11 individuals as RIIL Basketball Legends, recognizing the former players, coaches and officials for 
their outstanding accomplishments in the sport. Introduced during the Final Four of the RIIL Credit Union Basketball 
Championships, the honorees included: Danny Mazzulla (player & coach), George Aragao (coach), Mike Reeder (player 
& official) and Bill Reynolds (player & contributor), Chelsea Marandola (player), Kristen Mulholland (player), Linda 
Paolozzi (coach), Leo Perrone (official), Dr. Diane Simeone (player), Beth Connealy Wandyes (player) and Betsy Lange 
Zancan (player). 

 


