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March 9, 1899: A meeting was held with delegates from Cranston High School, Hope High School, East Providence High School and 
Classical High School to state their ideas as to the advisability of forming a league. On a motion made and carried, the league was 
formed by the schools represented and officers were elected. 

     A committee was elected to draw up articles of agreement, and Article 1 named the association The Interscholastic League. In all, 15 
articles of agreement were discussed by section and adopted. 

     The first recognized sport was baseball, and the member schools were asked to develop the schedule. On June 13, 1899, the Inter-
scholastic League awarded Classical High School the Baseball Championship of the 1899 season. 

September 29, 1899: Manual Training High School, Providence English High School and Pawtucket High School were admitted to 

membership. In addition, the committee approved a football season. The football schedule was approved, and the first football game was 

held on October 13, 1899 between Cranston High School and East Providence High School, with East Providence prevailing, 5-0. The 

Spalding Football Rules were adopted. East Providence High School was awarded the first Football Championship. 

January 23, 1900: The Board of Directors moved and seconded that the sport of polo be accepted. Hope St. High School was award-

ed the first Polo Championship in 1900. 

February 23, 1900: The Board of Directors voted to approve five eligibility rules to be applied to all League Athletics: 

ÅNo professionals were allowed to participate 

ÅThe Board of Directors would investigate all eligibility matters 

ÅFive years of eligibility for each player 

ÅThere was a transfer rule 

ÅPenalty for violations was forfeiture 

May 5, 1900: The league approved the Interscholastic Field Athletic Meet (track & field). Classical High School was awarded the first 

Field Day Championship. 

January 1901: The Board of Directors voted mandating that all member schools submit a list of eligible athletes in all sports. 

December 16, 1901: Woonsocket High School was admitted to the Interscholastic League. 

December 2, 1902: The Board of Directors voted to allow the league to arrange for a hockey season. Hope St. High School was 

awarded the first Hockey Championship for the 1903 season. 

March 1904: The Board of Directors voted to approve the National League Baseball Rules with the exception of the foul strike. 

 Initial League Issues: 

 * Uneven competition    * Few suitable playing surfaces 

 * Lack of eligibility standards   * No professional preparation for coaches 

 * Organization     * Officials were usually chosen from the crowd 

 * Spectator riots, mob scenesé.   * If the home team lost ï the visiting team was stoned out of town 

1928: A group of high school principals became interested in forming an organization which would control and administer athletics as 

one of its objectives.  

1932: The R.I. Secondary School Principalsô Association was organized, defining its objectives as follows: Its object shall be to raise 

the standards of the secondary schools of RI and to advance the professional interests of the members of this association.   

Committees were established: * R.I. Honor Society  * Relations with the Office of the R.I. State Director of Education  * Athletics 

March 1932: The Interscholastic League was formally organized as it is today. It was organized to meet the expressed needs of high 

schools for a functional sports program that would be governed by a committee of principals.  

1952: The RIIL joined the National Federation of State High School Associations. 

Today: Now in its 118th year of existence, the R.I. Interscholastic League is governed by the Principalsô Committee on Athletics, and 

its 72 member schools. 
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Dear Friends, 
  

Throughout my years of serving the member schools of the RIIL, I am continually amazed and 
appreciative of the dedication and passion exhibited by the hundreds of   administrators, athletic 
directors, coaches and officials who are responsible for contributing to the success of our student-
athletes and our athletic programs. You continue to make a difference. 
As we approach another event-filled year, my wish for each and everyone is to enjoy the journey 
and remember what a privilege it is for us to play a role in the lives of young people. Never doubt 
for a moment that you make a difference in the lives of your students. Something we say and 
something we do this year will impact the life of a student. Let us all strive to make it a positive 
impact and to enjoy the journey along the way.  
Have a great school year and thank you for what you do! 
 
Thomas A. Mezzanotte 
Executive Director, Rhode Island Interscholastic League 
 

As Chairman of the Principalsô Committee on Athletics (PCOA), I am proud to serve along with 
Vice-Chair Mr. Daniel Warner and the other members of the committee representing the member 
schools of the Rhode Island Interscholastic League (RIIL).   The PCOA is the governing body of 
the RIIL and we are committed to providing the students of Rhode Island with high quality educa-
tion based athletics.  
 

Our student athletes represent exactly what educational based athletics is all about. Through   
competition in its purest form, our students are learning life lessons in areas like teamwork,    
communication, perseverance, problem solving, and goal setting; all skills that will serve them 
throughout their future lives.  They represent our schools and communities and serve as a source 
of immense pride.  Long after the seasons end, we hope our students remember the bonds formed 
and lessons learned on the courts and fields, and hopefully, the fun they experienced competing 
with their friends. 
 

The RIIL is a dynamic organization of member schools that strives to keep the interest of the student athlete at the 
heart of its decision making process.  Through the dedication and hard work of RIIL Executive Director Mr. Thomas 
Mezzanotte, Assistant Executive Director Mr. Michael Lunney, and the talented office staff, our league continues to 
experience tremendous success and unprecedented growth. Along with Mr. Warner, Mr. Mezzanotte, Mr. Lunney, and 
the entire PCOA, I welcome your feedback and input. Remember, we are a league of Principals and member schools, 
have a great school year and I look forward to working with everyone. 
 
Sean T. Kelly 
Chairman, Principalsô Committee on Athletics 
Principal, Cranston High School East      

Msgr. Robert C. Newbold 

Executive Director, RIIL   
1969-1994 

Richard B. Lynch 

Executive Director, RIIL   
1994-2004 

Thomas A. Mezzanotte 

Executive Director, RIIL   
2004-Present 
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¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎκŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ  
ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ то ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦ !ƭƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴπ
ȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ 
!ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΦ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ 
ǎǇƻǊǘΦ {ǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎκŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ 
!ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлму-нлмф ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΥ 

YŜǾƛƴ WΦ aŎbŀƳŀǊŀΣ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
{Ŝŀƴ ¢Φ YŜƭƭȅΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 9ŀǎǘ 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ŀǊōƛŜǊƛ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ ²Ŝǎǘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  

{Ŏƻǧ 5Φ .ŀǊǊ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ /ƻōŀƛƴ 
!ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ 9ŀǎǘ DǊŜŜƴǿƛŎƘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭκ wLL!!! 

WƻǎŜǇƘ .Φ DƻƘƻ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ bƻǊǘƘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

/ƻƭƭŜŜƴ DǊƛōōƛƴ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅ-.ŀȅ ±ƛŜǿ 
DŜǊŀƭŘ IŀōŜǊǎƘŀǿ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ tƛƭƎǊƛƳ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
5ƻƴŀƭŘ WΦ YŀǾŀƴŀƎƘ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ [ŀ {ŀƭƭŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭŀ YŜŜƎŀƴΣ 9ŘΦ5Φ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ .ƭŀŎƪǎǘƻƴŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ aŀȅƻǊŀƭ tǊŜǇ 

Dŀƛƭ tƻƴǘŜ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ƻƭƭƛǧƻΣ 9ŘΦ5Φ 
{ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΣ .ǳǊǊƛƭƭǾƛƭƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ κ wL{{!  

tƘƛƭƛǇ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ ²Ŝǎǘ ²ŀǊǿƛŎƪ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

{Ƙŀƴƛ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ 9ŀǎǘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ CΦ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ bŀǊǊŀƎŀƴǎŜǧ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ƘŀƭŜȅΣ 9ŘΦ5Φ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ .ǳǊǊƛƭƭǾƛƭƭŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

²Ƙƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΥ ¢ƘŜ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ муффΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘΣ 
ƴƻƴ-ǇǊƻŬǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǇƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ wǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ то ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜΣ ǇŀǊƻŎƘƛŀƭΣ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǝǾŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ ¢ƘŜ wLL[ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ƛƴ ом ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ орΣллл ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘǎΣ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǧŜǊǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΦ 

/ƻǊŜ .ŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀƴŘ ±ŀƭǳŜǎΥ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ  LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ  [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ 
ƻŦ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ  !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ  !ƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇπ
ǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wLL[  CƻǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇ 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wLL[Φ 
 

±ƛǎƛƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ wLL[ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎǝǘǳŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜƎƛŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎΦ 
 

aƛǎǎƛƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴŀƴŎŜΣ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎǘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇΣ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΦ 
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¢ƘŜ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉǳōƭƛπ
ŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ 
ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻπ
ƭŀǎǝŎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  

§  !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ wǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ 
9ƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōȅ-ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wLL[Φ 

§ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ 
¢ƘŜ wLL[ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳπ
ǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΣ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ 
!ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ  

§ hŶŎƛŀƭ tŀȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊōƛǘŜǊ wŜŦ tŀȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎπ
ǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ hŶŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǉŀȅπ
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΦ  

§ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
¢ƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 
wLL[ ŦŀƴǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜ ŀƭƭ wLL[ Ƴŀƴπ
ŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΦ  

§ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ bŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wLL!!! 
9ǾŜǊȅ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wL!!! ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀƴ 
ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ 
ŀƭƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ 
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ 
§ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ 
¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ол ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ wLL[ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  
 

§ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 
¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ    
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ   
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
bCI{ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǳƳƳƛǘΦ 
 

§ wLL[ ²9.{L¢9κ{h/L![ a95L! 

²Ŝ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƛƭΦƻǊƎ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΣ ƘƻŎƪŜȅΣ 
ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΣ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭΦ  wLL[ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ aǳƭπ
ǝƳŜŘƛŀ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 
ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ¢ǿƛǧŜǊΣ Lƴǎǘŀπ
ƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wLL[ .ƭƻƎΦ 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ wLL[ 
ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊŜŀƭ-ǝƳŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ wLL[ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 

§  wLL[κbCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 
¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wLL[κbCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ-ŜƴŘƛƴƎ wLL[ {ǇƻǊǘ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 
wLL[κbCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘǎ 
ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ п ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ  
¢ƘŜ bCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǝƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊπ
ǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƻǳǊ Ŧŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ wLL[ Ŝƴπ
ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ 



 

т 

ESPORTS 
The RIIL was one of five NFHS-member state associations and one affiliate group that took part in the inaugural esports 
season, an initiative launched in the Fall of 2018 through a partnership with the National Federation of State High School 
Associations, the NFHS Network and PlayVS. The RIIL esports league consisted of 26 teams representing 13 schools 
with a total of 159 players competing. Season Zero, which featured the five-player team game ñLeague of Legends,ò ran 
from Oct. 30 to Dec. 11 and culminated with a single-elimination playoff bracket in January 2019 to determine a state 
champion. The Hextech Hawks of Bishop Hendricken won the inaugural RIIL Esports State Championship, defeating 
Mt. St. Charles Academy, 2-1, in the title match, held Jan. 27 at Providence College. 
Season One ran from Feb. 25-April 22 and featured 19 League of Legends teams representing 11 schools and 13 Rocket 
League teams representing 9 schools. The online finals were streamed on Twitch and the NFHS Network. Bishop Hen-
drickenôs Hextech Hawks again defeated Mt. St. Charles, 2-1, to win the Spring League of Legends Championship. The 
North Providence NP Rocket Cougars were crowned the Rocket League Champions, defeating the Bishop Hendricken 
Broad-wings, 6-3. 

UNIFIED SPORTS 

The RIIL and R.I. Special Olympics began a partnership to establish a Unified Basketball League in 2010,  followed soon 
after by a Unified Volleyball League. Unified Basketball has since grown to include 38 high school teams, while there are 
25 high school teams competing in Unified Volleyball. Unified SportsÈ in RIIL 

member schools, creates an inclusive environment where 
everyone benefits. Unified SportsÈ combines people 
with intellectual disabilities (called athletes) and without 
intellectual disabilities (called partners) on sports teams 
for training and competition. The athletes experience new 
social opportunities and make new friends they may not 
have otherwise. The partners describe their mentorship 
role as being equally rewarding.  Many parents and sib-
lings also find that Unified SportsÈ offers a new way to 
spend time together and meet other families.  
Using sports to help break down barriers that have historically kept people apart, Unified 
SportsÈ promotes meaningful inclusion and acceptance of people with intellectual disabilities 
in the community.  In fact, 93% of partners say they gained a better understanding of their 
teammates through Unified SportsÈ.  

RIIL ñDRIVER SAFETY IS A TEAM SPORTò PROGRAM 

Through a grant from the R.I. Department of Transportation, the RIIL joined RIDOT in its mission 
to reduce the number of traffic crashes and fatalities in the State of Rhode Island through highway 
safety awareness. Student-athletes were encouraged to take an online Traffic Safety Pledge, and 
messages delivered on RIIL social media and at RIIL events focused on Occupant Safety, Impaired 
Driving, Speed and Distracted Driving. 
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SHOWCASE CINEMAS TEAM OF THE WEEK, TOGETHER WE MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
SHOWCASE Cinemas continued as the presenting sponsor of Team of the Week, recognizing outstanding efforts and 
contributions RIIL student-athletes are making on and off the playing fields. Chosen winners selected from a pool of 
nominations weekly, recorded radio shout-outs played on air on Hot 106, 92.3PRO-FM and Lite Rock 105 and received 
SHOWCASE movie passes. Winning storylines ranged from teamwork, support, unity, fundraising and awareness ef-
forts for charities and many more.   

OPERATION CLEAN COMPETITION (OCC)  
Educating our community on the dangers of Appearance and Performance Enhancing 
Substances (APES) and Nutrition & Dietary Supplement Safety: During year 6, OCC 
delivered more than 40 programs reaching an estimated 10,000 student-athletes, youth, 
teens, college and university students, and approximately 750+ adult influencers. Free  
programs delivered by OCC educational partner, the Taylor Hooton Foundation, combined 
with a multi-media advertising campaign helped magnify the message. Operation Clean 
Competition continued its outreach to middle schools, high schools, colleges and universi-
ties across the state. OCC is funded through a grant from the Rhode Island Foundation. 
 

COACHES EDUCATION 

The RIIL has implemented a comprehensive certification process for all athletic coaches hired after January 1, 2012. 
This certification process which incorporates elements of the NFHS Coaches Ed program will help athletic coaches 
meet the significant challenges they face each day. This process, which must be renewed every five years, will include a 
combination of  in-house and NFHS online courses approved by the RIIL. To assist, we are organizing an annual con-
ference for new and grandfathered coaches to fulfill their certification obligations. In addition, the conference will offer 
other coaches and athletic directors the opportunity to address numerous sport-related issues. During the 2018-19 school 
year, we held our preseason coachesô rules interpretation meetings, reviewing current sport rules and providing presen-
tations on concussions, heat acclimatization, orthopedic injuries and the benefits of playing multiple sports. 
 

  ñMY REASON WHYò CAMPAIGN 
RIIL Student Athletes contributed their ñReasons Whyò they participate in high 
school sports. This was a National Campaign to promote and recognize the values 
of high school sports. 

   RIIL SPORTS MEDIA 
The RIIL partnered with the NFHS to stream tournament events and promote a 
school broadcast program. Presently, there are a number of schools who are partic-
ipating. Twelve schools are now using a new automated sport production prod-
uctðPixellot. This new hardware/software solution is for schools that have lim-
ited broadcasting resources (people, equipment, time), enabling them to automate 
production of live events. 

RIIL BASKETBALL LEGENDS 

The RIIL honored 11 individuals as RIIL Basketball Legends, recognizing the former players, coaches and officials for 
their outstanding accomplishments in the sport. Introduced during the Final Four of the RIIL Credit Union Basketball 
Championships, the honorees included: Ernie DeWitt, Jim Dickinson, Bill McCaughey, Jim Psaras , Brenda Ginaitt 
Morrison, Kelli Fay-Wolfe and Brittany Wilson. 
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PASSAGES: Richard B. Lynch 

The RIIL mourned the passing of former RIIL Executive Director Richard B. Lynch on 
March 6, 2019. Recognized by the Providence Journal in 1999 as one of ñRhode Islandôs 
Top 100 Most Significant Sport Figures in the 20th century,ò his retirement from the 
RIIL in 2004 marked the end of a 46-year career in education and athletics that included 
teaching, coaching officiating football and basketball, as well as serving as a school   
administrator.  

ñDick Lynch was a role model, friend and hero to countless people from all walks of 
life,ò said current RIIL Executive Director Thomas Mezzanotte. ñHe championed the 
cause of education-based athletics throughout his long and decorated career. Rhode   Is-
land will sincerely miss his presence, his personality, and his commitment to student ath-
letes. He will remain to all the standard of excellence that we strive to attain.ò 

 

SALUTE TO SERVICE  
The RIIL and its partner the Rhode Island Army National Guard celebrated its 6th year honoring Rhode Island service 
men and women through its Salute to Service program. Sixteen football teams wore camouflaged uniforms, provided by 
the RIARNG, during games and held pre-game and halftime celebrations for those who served. In the winter of 2019, 
we were pleased to host six Girls Basketball Salute to Service games for the second season.   

STUDENT ADVISORY BOARD 

The RIIL Student Advisory Board met throughout the year to discuss interscholastic 
initiatives. The students became CPR certified and launched an Anyone-Can-Save-A-
Life initiative that encourages sports teams to develop an Emergency Action Plan. 
They helped to coordinate a leadership training workshop for RIIL student-athletes at 
the Ryan Center and represented R.I. at both the N.E. Student Leadership Conference 
at Worcester State University and the National Student Leadership Summit in Indian-
apolis. The Student Advisory Board also oversaw the 5th annual Peanut Butter Express 
Challenge, a statewide collection effort that resulted in a donation of more than 1.7 
tons of peanut butter to the R.I. Community Food Bank. Lincoln High School was recognized as the school contributing 
the most peanut butter with more than 13,750 pounds. East Greenwich, Bay View, Woonsocket, Johnston and Portsmouth 
also led impressive collection efforts.   
2018-19 SAB members: Peyton Cahill (Woonsocket HS), Matthew Campellone (La Salle Academy), Madison Flaxington 
(Lincoln HS), Nicholas Gwaltney (The Prout School), David Iannuccilli (Johnston HS), Jill Lunney (Portsmouth HS), Jack 
Pedro (Bishop Hendricken), Grace Pelletier (Bay View Academy), Nick Quarella (North Kingstown HS) and Taylor 
Troiano (St. Raphael Academy). 


