


March 9, 1899: A meeting was held with delegates from Cranston High School, Hope High School, East Providence 

High School and Classical High School to state their ideas as to the advisability of forming a league. On a motion made 

and carried, the league was formed by the schools represented and officers were elected. 

     A committee was elected to draw up articles of agreement, and Article 1 named the association The Interscholastic 

League. In all, 15 articles of agreement were discussed by section and adopted. 

     The first recognized sport was baseball, and the member schools were asked to develop the schedule. On June 13, 

1899, the Interscholastic League awarded Classical High School the Baseball Championship of the 1899 season. 

September 29, 1899: Manual Training High School, Providence English High School and 

Pawtucket High School were admitted to membership. In addition, the committee approved a 

football season. The football schedule was approved, and the first football game was held on 

October 13, 1899 between Cranston High School and East Providence High School, with East 

Providence prevailing, 5-0. The Spalding Football Rules were adopted. East Providence High 

School was awarded the first Football Championship. 

January 23, 1900: The Board of Directors moved and seconded that the sport of polo be accepted. Hope St. High School 

was awarded the first Polo Championship in 1900. 

February 23, 1900: The Board of Directors voted to approve five eligibility rules to be applied to all League Athletics: 

ÅNo professionals were allowed to participate 

ÅThe Board of Directors would investigate all eligibility matters 

ÅFive years of eligibility for each player 

ÅThere was a transfer rule 

ÅPenalty for violations was forfeiture 

May 5, 1900: The league approved the Interscholastic Field Athletic Meet (track & field). Classical High School was 

awarded the first Field Day Championship. 

January 1901: The Board of Directors voted mandating that all member schools submit a list of eligible athletes in all 

sports. 

December 16, 1901: Woonsocket High School was admitted to the Interscholastic League. 



December 2, 1902: The Board of Directors voted to allow the league to arrange for a hockey season. Hope St. 

High School was awarded the first Hockey Championship for the 1903 season. 

March 1904: The Board of Directors voted to approve the National League Baseball Rules with the exception 

of the foul strike. 

   Initial League Issues: 

   * Uneven competition     * Few suitable playing surfaces 

   * Lack of eligibility standards    * No professional preparation for coaches 

   * Organization      * Officials were usually chosen from the crowd 

   * Spectator riots, mob scenesé.    * If the home team lost ï the visiting team was stoned out of town 

 

1928: A group of high school principals became interested in forming an organization which would control and 

administer athletics as one of its objectives.  

1932: The R.I. Secondary School Principalsô Association was organized, defining its objectives as follows: Its 

object shall be to raise the standards of the secondary schools of RI and to advance the professional interests of 

the members of this association.   

Committees were established: * R.I. Honor Society  * Relations with the Office of the R.I. State Director of 

Education  * Athletics 

March 1932: The Interscholastic League was formally organized as it is today. It was 

organized to meet the expressed needs of high schools for a functional sports program 

that would be governed by a committee of principals.  

1952: The RIIL joined the National Federation of State High School Associations. 

Today: Now in its 120th year of existence, the R.I. Interscholastic League is gov-

erned by the Principalsô Committee on Athletics, and its 73 member schools. 
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Executive Director, RIIL   
2004-2020 
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tŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ Φ Φ Φ 

Michael P. Lunney 

Executive Director, RIIL   
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Letter from the Chairman 

 

As Chairman of the Principalsô Committee on Athletics (PCOA), I am proud to serve along with Vice-Chair Mr. 

Daniel Warner and the other members of the committee representing the member schools of the Rhode Island 

Interscholastic League (RIIL). The PCOA is the governing body of the RIIL and we are committed to providing 

the students of Rhode Island with high quality education-based athletics.    

Our student athletes represent exactly what educational based athletics is all about. Through competition in its 

purest form, our students are learning life lessons in areas like teamwork, communication, perseverance, prob-

lem solving, and goal setting; all skills that will serve them throughout their future lives.  They represent our 

schools and communities and serve as a source of immense pride.  Long after the seasons end, we hope our stu-

dents remember the bonds formed and lessons learned on the courts and fields, and hopefully, the fun they expe-

rienced competing with their friends.   

The past many months have been a challenge beyond imagination.  The effects of Covid-19 have seen schools 

shift learning to various forms, caused major disruption in our operations and events, upended our life in unim-

aginable ways, and the myriad other issues our schools, faculties, students, families, and communities have had 

to navigate. However, through it all, our schools and our league have placed our student athletes back on the 

field of competition, and I am more than confident the RIIL will be there to continue to provide athletic and aca-

demic opportunities for our over 36,00 student athletes, in a manner consistent with our usual expectations.   

The RIIL is a dynamic organization of member schools that strives to keep the interest of the student athlete at 

the heart of its decision-making process.  Through the dedication and hard work of RIIL Executive Director Mr. 

Michael Lunney, Assistant Executive Director Mr. Thomas Marcello and the talented office staff, our league 

will continue to experience tremendous success and unprecedented growth, now and into the future. Along with 

Mr. Warner, Mr. Lunney, Mr. Marcello, and the entire PCOA, I welcome your feedback and input. Remember, 

we are a league of Principals and member schools, have a great 

school year and I look forward to working with everyone.   

Sincerely, 

 

Sean T. Kelly 

Chairman, Principalsô Committee on Athletics 

Principal, Cranston High School East  



Executive Directorôs Message: 

 

As expected, the 2020-21 school year was one of the most unprecedented years in the history of high school 

sports.  A huge debt of gratitude needs to be extended to the principals, administrators, athletic directors, 

coaches, officials and staff members that worked so tirelessly to make an extremely difficult situation      

successful.  Despite the circumstances of the Covid-19 pandemic, we were collectively able to offer our   

student athletes every athletic opportunity.  Everyoneôs willingness to sacrifice, pivot and adjust at a         

momentôs notice illustrated that our league is filled with leaders that are dedicated and passionate about the 

role that education-based athletics plays in the lives of students throughout Rhode Island.   

Throughout my years of serving the member schools of the RIIL, I have never been more grateful, proud and 

appreciative to be part of such a special community of outstanding individuals.  Ove the past 17 months, I 

have heard countless stories of people going above and beyond the call of duty to provide our student       

athletes with guidance, leadership, mentorship and most importantly, humanity.  You continue to make a  

difference and for that we say THANK YOU!   

One of the greatest values that sports teaches is how to properly respond when adversity undoubtedly      

arises.  Perseverance, resilience, determination, teamwork and faith in the process are all tools that we all 

must utilize to ultimately overcome the obstacles that will stand in the way of another successful year in the 

classroom and throughout the high school sports calendar in Rhode Island.  The lessons learned will serve 

our student athletes well as they become our future leaders later in life.    

Have a great school year and thank you again for all that you continue to do!   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Michael P. Lunney 

Executive Director  

Rhode Island Interscholastic League  



¢ƘŜ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝǾŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƛƴŎƛπ

Ǉŀƭǎκŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ  ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ то ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƭȅΦ !ƭƭ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ 

ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀǧŜƴŘΦ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊπ

ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎΦ 

{ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ {ǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ 

ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƭƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎκŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎΩ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƻƴ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ нлму-нлмф ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊΥ 

{Ŝŀƴ ¢Φ YŜƭƭȅΣ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 9ŀǎǘ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ CΦ ²ŀǊƴŜǊΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ bŀǊǊŀƎŀƴǎŜǧ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ .ŀǊōƛŜǊƛ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ²Ŝǎǘ 

{Ŏƻǧ 5Φ .ŀǊǊ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ .ǳŎƘŀƴŀƴ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ IƻǇŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  

bŀǘƘŀƴ ²Φ .ƛŀƘΣ {ǊΦ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ !ƭǾŀǊŜȊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

YŀǊŜƴ aŀǎǎŀǊƻ 

!ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ aƛŘŘƭŜǘƻǿƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭκ wLL!!! 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ /ƻƭŜƳŀƴ  

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /Ǌŀƴǎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ²Ŝǎǘ 

wƻōŜǊǘ 5ƛaǳŎŎƛƻ  

!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

/ƻƭƭŜŜƴ DǊƛōōƛƴ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅ-.ŀȅ ±ƛŜǿ 

DŜǊŀƭŘ IŀōŜǊǎƘŀǿ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ tƛƭƎǊƛƳ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

bŜŜƭǘƧŜ IŜƴƴŜƳŀƴ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ ²ƘŜŜƭŜǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ  

5ƻƴŀƭŘ WΦ YŀǾŀƴŀƎƘ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ [ŀ {ŀƭƭŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ 

/ǊŀƛƎ aŀŎYŜƴȊƛŜ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ /ƘŀǊƛƘƻ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

wŜƴŜŜ tŀƭŀȊȊƻΣ 9ŘΦ5Φ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ tƻƴŀƎŀƴǎŜǘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ {ƻƭƭƛǧƻΣ 9ŘΦ5Φ 

{ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘΣ .ǳǊǊƛƭƭǾƛƭƭŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ κ wL{{!  

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ƘŀƭŜȅΣ 9ŘΦ5Φ 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ .ǳǊǊƛƭƭǾƛƭƭŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 





¢ƘŜ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ LƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǊƎŀƴπ

ƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΣ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǘƻǳǊƴŀπ

ƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǝƻƴ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŎƘƻƭŀǎǝŎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  

§ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ wǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ 

 9ƴŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōȅ-ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wLL[Φ 

§ wŜŎƻƎƴƛǝƻƴ 

 ¢ƘŜ wLL[ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘπ

ƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΣ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ  

§ hŶŎƛŀƭ tŀȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

 ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ wŜŦ±ƛŜǿ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

!ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ hŶŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴπ

ƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŶŎƛŀƭǎΦ  

§ /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

 ¢ƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ 

wLL[ ŦŀƴǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳƭƛƴŜ ŀƭƭ wLL[ ƳŀƴŀƎŜπ

ƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ !ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΦ  

§ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ bŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wLL!!! 

 9ǾŜǊȅ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wL!!! ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŀƴ 

ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 

ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝǾŜ ōŀƭπ

ŀƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

§ ¢ƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘǎ 

 ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƻǳǊƴŀπ

ƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ оо ŀǘƘƭŜǝŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ wLL[ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦ  

§ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 

 ¢ƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳπ

ŘŜƴǘ-ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǎǎƻǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ  ƭŜŀŘŜǊπ

ǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴǎƘƛǇ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 

9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ bCI{ bŀπ

ǝƻƴŀƭ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ǳƳƳƛǘΦ 

§ wLL[ ²9.{L¢9κ{h/L![ a95L! 

 ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƛƭΦƻǊƎ ǿŜōπ

ǎƛǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎǎΣ 

ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ wLL[ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻŀŎƘŜǎΣ ƻŶπ

ŎƛŀƭǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ  wLL[ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ 

aǳƭǝƳŜŘƛŀ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ /ŀǊƻƭȅƴ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛπ

ŜƴŎŜŘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ¢ǿƛǧŜǊΣ 

LƴǎǘŀƎǊŀƳ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ wLL[ 

.ƭƻƎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ wLL[ ǘƻ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ-ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 

wLL[ ƛƴƛǝŀǝǾŜǎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊŜŀƭ-ǝƳŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ wLL[ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘπ

ƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 

§ wLL[κbCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 

 ¢ƘŜ wLL[ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ bCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ 

ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 

ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ ¢ƘŜ wLL[κbCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ {ǇƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎƛȄ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ bCI{ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǝƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻπ

ƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƻǳǊ Ŧŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΦ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ 

нлнмΣ от ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǝƭƛȊƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘŜŘ ǎǇƻǊǘ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘτtƛȄŜƭƭƻǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜκ

ǎƻƊǿŀǊŜ ǎƻƭǳǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 

ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǝƴƎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 



RIIL ñTRAFFIC SAFETY IS A TEAM SPORTò PROGRAM 

Through a grant from the R.I. Department of Transportation, the RIIL 

joined RIDOT in its mission to reduce the number of traffic crashes 

and fatalities in the State of Rhode Island through highway safety 

awareness. Student-athletes were encouraged to take an online Traffic 

Safety Pledge, and messages delivered on RIIL social media and at 

RIIL events focused on Occupant Safety, Impaired Driving, Speed and 

Distracted Driving. 

UNIFIED SPORTS 

The RIIL and R.I. Special Olympics began a partnership to establish a Unified Basketball League in 2010,   

followed soon after by a Unified Volleyball League. Unified Basketball has since grown to include 38 high 

school teams, while there are 25 high school teams competing in Unified Volleyball. Unified SportsÈ in RIIL 

member schools, creates an inclusive environment where everyone benefits. Unified SportsÈ combines people 

with intellectual disabilities (called athletes) and without in-

tellectual disabilities (called partners) on sports teams for 

training and competition. The athletes experience new social 

opportunities and make new friends they may not have other-

wise. The partners describe their mentorship role as being 

equally rewarding.  Many parents and siblings also find that 

Unified SportsÈ offers a new way to spend time together and 

meet other families. Using sports to help break down barriers 

that have historically kept people apart, Unified SportsÈ pro-

motes meaningful inclusion and acceptance of people with 

intellectual disabilities in the community.  In fact, 93% of 

partners say they gained a better understanding of their team-

mates through Unified SportsÈ.  


