


March 9, 1899: A meeting was held with delegates from Cranston High School, Hope High School, East Providence
High School and Classical High School to state their ideas as to the advisability of forming a league. On a motion made
and carried, the league was formed by the schools represented and officers were elected.

A committee was elected to draw up articles of agreement, and Article 1 named the association The Interscholastic
League. In all, 15 articles of agreement were discussed by section and adopted.

The first recognized sport was baseball, and the member schools were asked to develop the schedule. On June 13,
1899, the Interscholastic League awarded Classical High School the Baseball Championship of the 1899 season.

September 29, 1899: Manual Training High School, Providence English High School and
Pawtucket High School were admitted to membership. In addition, the committee approved a
football season. The football schedule was approved, and the first football game was held on
October 13, 1899 between Cranston High School and East Providence High School, with East
Providence prevailing, 5-0. The Spalding Football Rules were adopted. East Providence High
School was awarded the first Football Championship.

January 23, 1900: The Board of Directors moved and seconded that the sport of polo be accepted. Hope St. High School
was awarded the first Polo Championship in 1900.

February 23, 1900: The Board of Directors voted to approve five eligibility rules to be applied to all League Athletics:
ANo professionals were allowed to participate
AThe Board of Directors would investigate all eligibility matters
AFive years of eligibility for each player
AThere was a transfer rule
APenalty for violations was forfeiture

May 5, 1900: The league approved the Interscholastic Field Athletic Meet (track & field). Classical High School was
awarded the first Field Day Championship.

January 1901: The Board of Directors voted mandating that all member schools submit a list of eligible athletes in all
sports.

December 16, 1901: Woonsocket High School was admitted to the Interscholastic League.
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Educating our community on the dangers of Appearance and Performance Enhancing Substances
(APES) and Nutrition & Dietary Supplement Safety: Funded through a grant from the R.l. Foundation,
Operation Clean Competition continued its outreach to middle schools, high schools, colleges and universi-
ties across the state. During year 9, a total of 64 OCC programs were delivered through a combination of in-
person and virtual presentations reaching nearly 4,000 student-athletes, youth, teens, college and university
students and adult influencers. The free programs were delivered by OCC educational partner, the Taylor
Hooton Foundation. Additional resources were also made available to member schools through the website:
operationcleancomp.com.

TRAD E As part of its partnership with the RIIL, UA Local 51— the trade union for
plumbers, pipefitters and refrigeration technicians in Rhode Island and

SCHOLARSHIP southeastern Massachusetts—awarded a $500 trade scholarship to a senior
interested in pursuing a career in the trades industry. Michael Etchells of
Narragansett, who was presented
with the scholarship from Local 51
business manager Paul Alvarez
last spring, is shown beside the
pipe fabrication he created through
the Narragansett Mechanical
Trades-Plumbing Program. He is
joined in the picture with his
teacher Eric Gartner (far right) and
Narragansett Mechanical Trades-

Plumbing Program instructors Mi-
chael Raposa & Tony Vacchelli.
Learn more at:
www.riil.org/page/6711




RIIL Educator Spotlight, presented by BankRlI

As part of a new fiEducator Spotlight,0 presented by RIIL partner BankRlI, the achievements of dedicated individuals in
the community who are both coaches and educators were recognized during the months of November, December, Janu-
ary, February, March, April, May and June.
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Prior to the passage of Title IX, Alice Sullivan had already
been passionately advocating for the addition of girls ath-
letics to the Rhode Island Interscholastic League. A long-
time teacher and administrator in East Providence, R.1., she
organized a group of fellow female physical education
teachers in the 1960s that began holding intramural
playdays for girls, along with workshops and officials clin-
ics under the umbrella of the Rhode Island Division of
Girls and Women’s Sports.

In 1972, Rhode Island’s Principals’ Committee on Athlet-
ics appointed Sullivan as the RIIL’s coordinator of girls’
athletics. She later became the league’s first assistant exec-
utive director and served the RIIL for 24 years before retir-
ing in 1996. She remained a staunch supporter of girls ath-
letics until her death in November 2003 at the age of 78,
paving the way for today’s female athletes who now have
the opportunity to choose from 15 girls sports in the RIIL.

Cranston High School West sophomore Patricia VVoccola
was crowned the champion of Rhode Island’s first official
girls’ interscholastic event when she won the Rhode Island
Interscholastic League Girls State Individual Golf Tourna-
ment, June 21, 1971 at Exeter Country Club.

The tourney was organized after the Cranston (RI) School
Committee petitioned the Principals’ Committee on Ath-
letics on Voccola’s behalf, requesting a waiver of the RIIL
rule limiting Interscholastic League competition to male
competitors. The PCOA granted the request and the golf
tournament was held. The 15-year-old VVoccola beat out
three other competitors for the golf title, which she suc-
cessfully defended the following year.

The RIIL offered six additional sports for girls - cross
country, basketball, field hockey, gymnastics, outdoor
track and volleyball - for the 1971-72 school year. Fifty
years later, the league now offers 15 girls sports, which
also include soccer, tennis, competition cheerleading, ice
hockey, indoor track and field, swimming, lacrosse and
fast-pitch softball.
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